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The purpose of this Sheet XL is to show the scale and structure of the incoming tourism 

in Łódź in the period 1979–2000. 
 

Source materials 
 
The source materials used to prepare this Sheet XL are publicly available consolidated 

records developed by the Office of Statistics in Łódź based on the statistical current tourism 
KT–1 reporting forms, as well as the data collected in the period 1990 to 2000 in the course 
of search queries performed by researchers and graduates from the Institute of Urban 
Geography and Tourist Studies, University of Łódź, at all tourist accommodation facilities in 
Łódź. 

The source materials from the Office of Statistics in Łódź and the materials published 
by the National Office of Statistics (GUS) constitute the basis for the calculations and prepa-
rations of the graphs and maps 1 and 3 (partially), 4, 8, 9 and 11. In terms of their complete-
ness and reliability the statistical source materials used for the purpose of this study do not 
deviate from the general standards of collecting, aggregating, and publishing tourist informa-
tion by the National Office of Statistics. Therefore, the use of the above referenced materials 
maintained by the Office of Statistics in Łódź is fully reasonable and reliable. 

In the period 1990 – 2000, the Institute of Urban Geography and Tourist Studies, Univer-
sity of Łódź, conducted a large-scale research on the location and size of accommodation 
facilities in Łódź and their occupancy ratios to define the segments of the local tourist mar-
ket and profiles of the guests at Łódź’s hotels and other accommodation facilities. In 1991, 
a search query was carried out in the field by geography faculty students (M a t c z a k, 
1993 , 1994). As a result, 1 608 records of addresses (names of places of permanent residen-
ce), gender, and dates of birth of domestic visitors were collected together with identical 
particulars of 458 foreign tourists (these data were extracted from the registers for 1990 from 
all accommodation facilities in Łódź by systematically sampling every 50th guest). For the 
period from June of 1992 to 1993, identical data were gathered at the accommodation facili-
ties of the Przedsiębiorstwo Turystyczne ‘Łódź’ (B i e n i e k 1994), of 40 925 domestic 
tourists and 23 062 (1992) foreigners (in both cases the data were extracted from the regi-
sters). For the Orbis ‘Grand’ Hotel, collected were identical details of 2 457 domestic 
tourists and 3 749 foreigners for 1995 (D e l ą g 1996). In 1998, a survey was carried out at 
all tourist accommodation facilities in Łódź, in effect of which from the accommodation 
registers extracted were the personal data (address, age, and gender) of 9 179 domestic 
tourists visiting in a period of one month (B i e r n a c k a 1999). The change trends concer-
ning the locations, size, and structure of the accommodation facilities in Łódź and their oc-
cupancy ratios in the years 1979–1997 may be found in Matczak’s study (1998). 
Parallel to the above referenced studies of market segments and simplified tourist profiles, 
conducted was a questionnaire survey in which respondents provided the reasons for visiting 
Łódź and their social characteristics (education and profession). This foregoing research 
works provide sufficient and reliable information to present the averaged picture of the 
market segments and socio-demographic profile of tourists visiting accommodation facilities 
in Łódź in the period 1990–2000. It needs to be remembered that maps 1–3, and graphs 5–7 
and 12 show such averaged picture for the entire decade of the 1990s, which eliminates the 
characteristics of any specific accommodation facilities in Łódź, as well as certain changes 
in the market segments (where the region of Warsaw is gradually gaining priority at the 
expense of Łódź).  

 
Results 

 
In the period 1979–2000, the incoming tourism registered at tourist accommodation 

facilities in Łódź (map 4) dropped by 47 800 (from 245 800 tourists in 1979 to 198 000 in 
2000). A larger decrease was recorded with respect to domestic tourists (from 195 600 to 
158 600) than foreign tourists (from 50 200 to 39 300). The prevailing share in providing 
accommodation services to incoming tourists was and still is held by hotel facilities. No-
twithstanding that in 2000 (153 800) their business dropped by 45 300 tourists in 1979 
(199 100 tourists), their share in the tourist services market only dropped from 80% to 77% . 
Slightly over 1/5 of the hotel guests were foreign tourists. In 2000, (24 500) the number of 
tourists staying in hostels and youth hostels was down on 1979 (27 700). However, the de-
crease was insignificant and caused by reduced incoming foreign tourism (from 5000 to 
1500). Campsites, bivouacs, and chalets were evidently in lower demand.  In 1979 they pro-
vided services to 17 800 tourists,  which number dropped to 5400 in 2000. In particular, they 
lost domestic tourists (12 400), less so foreign tourists (900). The only tourist accommoda-
tion facilities that observed a business increase from 1300 in 1979 to 14 300 in 2000 were 
those classified as ‘other tourist facilities, conference and recreation centres’. These facilities 
were mainly visited by domestic tourists (the proportion of foreign tourists approximated 
12.5%–13.3%). Lower prices evidently attracted customers, which is indicative of the exi-
sting demand in Łódź for that particular kind of tourist accommodation combining decent 
standards and relatively low prices. 

A more significant drop than was the case with the number of customers of the accommo-
dation facilities in Łódź was observed in the occupancy levels which fell from 720 800 to 
434 500. The loss was posted by all the above-listed accommodation facilities. However, 
it was the most severe in hotels – down from 537 600 to 289 700 bed-nights. Consequently, 
the average length of tourists’ stay in Łódź was seriously reduced (Graph 9). In 1979 the 
average length of a tourist’s stay in the city was three days. Longer visits, even up to four 
days, were observed in domestic rather than foreign tourists (approx. three days). The situa-
tion aggravated in 2000, when the average length of stay dropped to two days, adversely 
affecting the actual revenues per available rooms (Graph 8). In 1979, the average occupancy 
rate reached 60%, and for hotels even 80%, while in 2000 it decreased to 39% (36% for 
hotels). The occupancy rate in 2000 was between 28.2% and 46.2% (Graph 11B). The 
lowest values were recorded in the summer season (in August 28%) and highest in the spring 
and autumn seasons (with the peak in September – 46.2%). 

Accommodation facilities occupancy in Łódź was nearly even throughout the year 
(Graph 11A). The values of the seasonal occupancy indicator calculated for the period 1995 
– 2000 was characterised by low variability, ± 30%. The seasonal occupancy indicator 
showed positive values in late spring and early autumn (peak), when Łódź was the venue of 
a large number of events, while negative values were observed in the summer and winter 
seasons.  

The spatial distribution of tourism in Łódź was rather irregular (concentration index 
ŋ=0,979). The privileged area was the city centre (map 3) which attracted 55% of the overall 
number of accommodation facilities business. Less in demand were the remote northern and 
southern suburbs of Łódź with leisure areas, as well as the gradually rising transition zone 
between the inner city and the rural-urban fringe. In their majority, foreign tourists were inc-
lined to use the accommodation facilities located in the city centre (70%), while domestic 
tourists (48%) equally used both the facilities in the city centre and those located in the 
suburbs and in the transition zone. 

Łódź was visited by tourists from nearly all countries of the world (identified were visi-
tors from 69 countries, and further 2 400 tourists came from unidentified countries). Out of 
the overall number of foreign visitors (map 1), 88% were citizens of the European countries, 
mostly from the neighbouring countries (57.9%) and developed West European countries. 
The proportion of tourists coming from other continents was rather low (6%). A significant 
proportion of foreign tourists visited from the US and Canada (almost 3%) and Asia (2.5%), 
of which mainly Israel (1.3), but also Japan, Turkey, and other Middle East countries. 
Tourists arriving from other continents all together accounted for negligible 0.5%. 

Domestic tourists (map 2) who partook of the hospitality of the local accommodation 
facilities in Łódź came from all Polish regions (województwo), mostly from those with large 
capital cities (nearly 2/3), and from the Łódzkie Region. The majority of tourists came from 
the region of Warsaw (24.3%), Łódź (14.1%), and Poznań (8.2%), and jointly accounted for 
nearly a half of the incoming domestic tourism (46.6%). A smaller proportion of domestic 
tourists came from the region of Gdańsk (8.3%), Szczecin (5.7%), Wrocław (5.8%), Kraków 
(6.3%) and the cities of Górny Śląsk (Upper Silesia) (6.7%), whose overall proportion acco-
unted for 32.8%. Other Polish regions, especially easternmost, had hardly provided 1/5 of 
the overall number of visitors and users of the local accommodation facilities in Łódź. 

Tourists and users of the local accommodation facilities in Łódź were mostly young 
(Graph 12), well-educated (Graph 5), frequently in executive positions (Graph 6), on travel 
orders or business trips (Graph 7). Most of them were men (75.4%) aged 26 to 45 (48.4%). 
The proportion of women was low (24.6%), and they were mainly aged 21 to 40 (13.8%) or 
41 to 50 (5.3%). There were no records of children under six, while old age pensioners only 
accounted for 2.2%. Nearly a half of the visitors (47%) boasted a higher education backgro-
und, and 37% at least secondary or post-secondary education. Over a half (52%) of the occu-
pants of the local accommodation facilities were white-collar workers, and 37% were execu-
tive staff. The main reasons for their visits to Łódź were service visits, training and learning 
purposes (37%), or business, fairs, and shopping (30%). Other reasons, such as tourist 
purposes, entertainment, or sports were not that important (only 13%). 

 
 

Conclusion 
 

In terms of its scale, the incoming tourism in Łódź, a large urban centre in the middle 
of Poland, was modest at the end of the 1990s. In the 1990s, the tourist accommodation oc-
cupancy ratios substantially decreased on the 1970s and 80s (they showed an evident 
tendency to fix at low levels). The local accommodation facilities basically provided services 
to ‘business tourists’. Their catchment zone was territorially broad, however, the key custo-
mers came from the adjacent regions and countries. Primarily, incoming tourists were still 
provided most services by the accommodation facilities (hotels) located in the city centre, 
with a very low share of suburban areas, however, observed is a new tendency of accommo-
dation services being provided small facilities located between the central zone and the 
suburbs. 
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Index of graphs and maps  
 
1. Foreign tourists registered at all types of accommodation facilities in Łódź in 2000 

1A. from non-European countries of the world 
1B. from European countries 

 
2. Domestic tourists registered at all types of accommodation facilities in Łódź in 2000. 

 
3. Distribution within the administrative area of Łódź of tourists registered at all types of 

accommodation facilities (estimate for 2000) 
 
4. Number of tourists registered at all types of accommodation facilities in Łódź: 

1979–2000. 
4A Total  
4B Foreigners 

 
5. Educational background of tourists registered at all types of accommodation facilities in 
Łódź in the 1990s (n = 1 140) 

 
6. Occupational structure of tourists registered at all types of accommodation facilities in 
Łódź in the 1990s (n = 578) 

 
7 .Reasons for travelling to Łódź tourists registered at all types of accommodation facilities 

in Łódź in the 1990s (n = 1 139) 
 
8. Occupancy structure at all types of accommodation facilities in Łódź in period 

1979–2000. 
 
9. Average occupancy length at all types of accommodation facilities in Łódź in period 

1979–2000. 
 
10. Occupancy level at all types of accommodation facilities in Łódź in period 

  1979–2000 
 

11A. Seasonal occupancy ratio at all types of accommodation facilities in Łódź in period 
1995–2000 

 
11B. Seasonal distribution of the average occupancy (Wm) at all types of accommodation 

facilities in Łódź in 2000 
 

12. Gender and age structure of tourists registered at all types of accommodation facilities in 
Łódź in the 1990s. 

XL 



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 15%)
  /CalRGBProfile (Adobe RGB \0501998\051)
  /CalCMYKProfile (Coated FOGRA27 \050ISO 12647-2:2004\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.0000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /UseDeviceIndependentColor
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize false
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments true
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile (Europe Prepress)
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 300
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeColorImages false
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 300
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 600
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeGrayImages false
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.00000
  /EncodeMonoImages false
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName ()
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /Description <<

    /BGR <>
    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>
    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>
    /CZE <>
    /DAN <>
    /DEU <>
    /ESP <>
    /ETI <>
    /FRA <>
    /GRE <>

    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)
    /HUN <>
    /ITA <>
    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>
    /LTH <>
    /LVI <>
    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)
    /NOR <>
    /PTB <>
    /RUM <>
    /RUS <>
    /SKY <>
    /SLV <>
    /SUO <>
    /SVE <>
    /TUR <>
    /UKR <>
    /POL <>
    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)
  >>
  /Namespace [
    (Adobe)
    (Common)
    (1.0)
  ]
  /OtherNamespaces [
    <<
      /AsReaderSpreads false
      /CropImagesToFrames true
      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue
      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false
      /IncludeGuidesGrids false
      /IncludeNonPrinting false
      /IncludeSlug false
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (InDesign)
        (4.0)
      ]
      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false
      /OmitPlacedEPS false
      /OmitPlacedPDF false
      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy
    >>
    <<
      /AddBleedMarks false
      /AddColorBars false
      /AddCropMarks false
      /AddPageInfo false
      /AddRegMarks false
      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK
      /DestinationProfileName ()
      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /Downsample16BitImages true
      /FlattenerPreset <<
        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution
      >>
      /FormElements false
      /GenerateStructure false
      /IncludeBookmarks false
      /IncludeHyperlinks false
      /IncludeInteractive false
      /IncludeLayers false
      /IncludeProfiles false
      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings
      /Namespace [
        (Adobe)
        (CreativeSuite)
        (2.0)
      ]
      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK
      /PreserveEditing true
      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged
      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile
      /UseDocumentBleed false
    >>
  ]
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [1938.898 1303.937]
>> setpagedevice


